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A Sudden Violent  
Burst of Rain by Sami Ibrahim 

CREATIVE TEAM
Director ...............................................................................Sophia Treanor
Set Designer ........................................................................... Emma Brown
Costume Designer .........................................................................Jolie Cree
Lighting Designer ......................................................................Sasha Pisiak
Sound Designer .................................................................. Gordon Geddes
Stage Manager ...................................................................... Gemma Noble

CAST
One / Lily .............................................................................Gabrielle Blake
Two ..........................................................................................Tarn Blakely
Three................................................................................  Anton Matsigura
Elif / Gran ....................................................................Divine Mercy Ezeaku
Landowner ....................................................................Savannah O’Heany
Landowner’s Son ..................................................................Hayden Telford
Gatekeeper / Ensemble ...........................................................Coco McElroy
Worker / Ensemble .................................................................Pearse Carlyle
King’s Registrar’s Registrar’s Assistant / Ensemble ........................... Taya Fehr
Letters / Ensemble ............................................................... Mikan Munson
Woman / Ensemble ..............................................................Chelsea Sladen

Understudies

One / Lily—Mikan Munson
Two—Taya Fehr
Three—Pearse Carlyle

Landowner / Woman—Coco McElroy
Worker—Anton Matsigura
Ensemble—Freya Dixon-Reusz

Presented as an amateur production by arrangement with Nick Hern Books.

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF  THIS PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED

There will be one 15-minute intermission



DIRECTOR – Sophia Treanor

Sophia Treanor is a director, performer and educator 
previously based in New York City. Sophia’s work has 
been presented in theaters and galleries in NYC, San 
Francisco, Vienna and Shanghai. She is the Steward of 
the Six Viewpoints Institute and founder of the Mary 
Overlie Legacy Project, which works to preserve and 
share Mary Overlie’s work as well as maintain the Six 
Viewpoints vitality through community, education 
and research. She taught movement at the Stella 
Adler Studio of Acting from 2016–2024 and, as Artist 

in Residence at Salisbury University, is cocreating Ephemera, a five-year 
community-based multidisciplinary performance experiment. Her practice 
centers perception and reconnection with body and land in service of 
the liberation of our many possible futures. Sophia is pursuing her MFA in 
Directing at the University of Victoria and is so grateful to be learning from 
and working alongside the practitioners of the Phoenix community. 

Director Notes
As an American citizen and as a woman, I am interested in how myths form 
the basis of our social realities: the idea of a nation, the divine right of a 
king, the power of the right slip of paper with the correct letterhead. These 
myths have built empire and borders and legal process, as well as the idea of 
the citizen and recognized definitions of family. The right myth can provide 
opportunities for incredible collaboration. They have also been used to justify 
unconscionable abuse against entire populations of people and regions of 
the earth.

Today, the unprecedented physical realities of our climate’s collapse and the 
global refugee crisis are piercing through the myths of nationhood that have 
blinded many to global interdependence. We need new myths. I see Sami 
Ibrahim’s A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain as an act of mythmaking, an attempt 
to help us experience the truth that we cannot fathom.  

It has been an immense privilege to be with Ibrahim’s poetry and to breathe 
life into his meditation on belonging, motherhood, and the search for 
sanctuary with the cast and creative team here at the Phoenix Theatre. I am 
deeply grateful to my collaborators and supervisors, who have all contributed 
their hearts and hard work to this process. 

We acknowledge and respect the Lək̓ʷəŋən (Songhees and Xʷsepsəm/Esquimalt) 
Peoples on whose territory the university stands, and the Lək̓ʷəŋən and W̱SÁNEĆ Peoples 

whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.



Jolie (she/they) is finishing up her fifth year at UVic’s 
Phoenix Theatre. Throughout her Bachelor’s degree, Jolie 
has focused on costumes, both in construction and 
design. Jolie has been involved in the costuming of many 
UVic shows in one way or another. After dipping into 
costume construction during her first and second years, 
Jolie was the wardrobe supervisor for UVic’s 2023 
production of Vinegar Tom. Fantastical costuming inspired 

Jolie to create, diving into the world of costume design. Jolie went on as an 
assistant to the costume designer for UVic’s 2025 production of Twelfth Night. 
Jolie is so grateful to have the opportunity to be the costume designer for  A 
Sudden Violent Burst of Rain with such a lovely team of creatives. 

Jolie Cree	 Costume Designer

CREATIVE TEAM bios

Sasha is a fourth-year Theatre major focusing on Tech and 
Design. They work predominantly in technical theatre and 
rigging with the occasional design work. In their spare 
time, they enjoy photography and cafe hunting in search 
of the best London Fog on Vancouver Island. They are 
proud to be a part of the production team and hope you 
enjoy the show! Previous Phoenix Credits: Assisting with 
Lights on Killing Game and Lighting Design for The Salty 

Scent of Home. SATCo Credits: My Own Sol (ALD), Wedding Cheese Weekend 
(ALD), and The Goode TV Hour (LD). Their most recent project was the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers production of The Nutcracker in Victoria and 
Medicine Hat. 

Sasha Pisiak	 Lighting Designer

Emma is a fourth-year BFA Theatre student, focusing in 
Design. Past Props, Scenic, and Costume Design credits 
include: Joany, award winner at the Belfry One Act Play 
Festival (Pithy Productions), The Killing Game (Phoenix 
Theatre), The Waymaker (SATCo), The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (Phoenix Theatre), Scruples (timetheft 
theatre), I Am in My Body and You Are in Yours (SATCo), and 
The Hot L Baltimore (Phoenix Theatre). As a designer, 

painter, and the Assistant Head of Props at the Phoenix, she strives for 
excellence down to the last detail when it comes to her art. She is so excited 
to design for this production, and is inspired to bring nature to the stage in 
both reality and whimsical impressionism.

Emma Brown	 Set Designer



Gordon is a third-year Theatre major with a passion for all 
things sound. Complementing his studies in theatre 
sound design, he is also pursuing a minor in Music. In his 
second mainstage sound design at the Phoenix Theatre, 
Gordon aims to bring elements of realism and 
verisimilitude to the mystical and fable-like nature of this 
play through ambient soundscapes and emotionally 
driven musical motifs. Putting to use ancient musical 

idioms like Greek modes in new modern contexts, Gordon wants to exemplify 
the weight of interpersonal conflict, tragic romance, and the binding nature 
of family in his subtle ambient musical motif. 

Gordon Geddes	 Sound Designer

CREATIVE TEAM bios

Gemma is in her fourth and final year at the Phoenix 
Theatre, completing her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre 
Production and Management. Selected credits include: 
Dresser for 100 Years of Broadway (Phoenix Theatre); 
Assistant/Deputy Stage Manager for The Importance of 
Being Earnest, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
and Twelfth Night (Phoenix Theatre); Stage Manager for 
Obitus and Black Eyed Bullseye (UVic SATCo); and 

Production Assistant for Rock of Ages and Jersey Boys (Drayton Entertainment). 
Gemma has loved working on such a powerful piece with the incredibly 
talented cast, crew and production team. She hopes you enjoy the journey as 
much as she has. 

Gemma Noble	 Stage Manager



Gabrielle Blake 	 One/Lily
Gabrielle is a third-year performance-focused student. 
As an immigrant, she is thrilled and honoured to be 
performing as part of the cast for this production. Some of 
her many passions include Movement/Dance, Vocal Jazz, 
and Immersive and Applied Theatre. The last production 
she had the pleasure of working on was The Salty Scent of 
Home.

Divine Mercy Ezeaku 	 Elif/Gran
Divine is a fourth-year theatre student and actor making 
her mainstage debut. She is drawn to contemporary and 
experimental storytelling that explores emotional depth 
and human contradiction. This production marks an 
important milestone in her training, and she is grateful to 
collaborate with her fellow cast and creative team.

CAST bios

Tarn Blakely	 Two
Tarn is in her third year of a BFA in Theatre Performance 
at UVic. With passions for singing, movement, and 
management, her selected credits include Yours Truly (The 
Gold Fever Follies) and The Lord Sees All (SATCo). She is so 
honoured to be a part of this project.

Anton Matsigura 	 Three
Anton is a 21-year-old performer from Calgary, Alberta, 
and is delighted to be continuing his second year at 
the Phoenix! Anton has worked with various Calgary 
companies, including Mind the Gap Collective and Black 
Radish Theatre. He is thrilled to be getting his hands on 
this deeply moving piece.

Savannah O’Heany     	 Landowner
Savannah is a third-year performance student from 
Whistler, BC. She is beyond grateful to perform in her 
second mainstage, with many of her admired peers. She 
hopes this production will lift up lost voices and inspire 
the audience to reflect on their part in the conversation. 
For her, this journey has been an honour.



Hayden Telford	 Landowner Son
Hayden is a third-year acting student studying at UVic. 
You may have seen him in last season’s production of The 
Killing Game (Phoenix Theatre, 2025). Hayden is honoured 
to work with such an amazing team, bringing this heart-
wrenching story to life. He hopes you enjoy the rain, 
because it’s sudden and it’s violent.

Pearse Carlyle	 Worker/Ensemble
Pearse is a 19-year-old, second-year student at the 
University of Victoria’s Phoenix Theatre, excited to work on 
his first mainstage production. Previous credit includes: 
The Jesters Waltz (SATCo, 2025)

CAST bios

Coco McElroy 	 Gatekeeper/Ensemble
Coco is a third-year performance student at the Phoenix 
Theatre and is grateful to be making her mainstage debut 
in A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain. She thanks the cast and 
crew for their tireless work, and her family for their endless 
love and support. She hopes you enjoy the show!

Taya Fehr  	 King’s Registrar’s Registar’s Assistant/Ensemble
Taya is a third-year Performance student at the Phoenix 
Theatre. She is overjoyed to debut in her first mainstage. 
She hopes you enjoy where the rain and wind and sheep 
may take you. Some of their previous credits include 
Lighting Design for Joany and Becoming-Stone, A Mineral 
Manifest.

Mikan Munson	 Letters/Ensemble
Mikan is a second-year Phoenix Theatre student who is 
thrilled and honoured to be in her second mainstage this 
year! Past Credits include Obitus (SATCo), Becoming Stone, 
A Mineral Manifest (MFA), and Our Town (Phoenix). She 
would like to dedicate this performance to her family for 
always supporting her dreams.



CAST bios

Chelsea Sladen	 Woman/Ensemble
Chelsea is a third-year performance student at the 
University of Victoria’s Phoenix Theatre. While she has 
worked on a variety of shows backstage, including last 
year’s The Killing Game, she is honoured to make her on-
stage debut in A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain. Enjoy the 
show!

Freya Dixon-Reusz	 Understudy for Ensemble
Freya, a third year Applied Theatre student from Rossland, 
B.C., is happy to be supporting the process. Her previous 
credits include assistant facilitating Stepping Out of the 
Frame (SATCo., 2024), Clara Simmons in Casino Rossland 
(Gold Fever Follies, 2024), & Emma Eames in Yours Truly 
(Gold Fever Follies, 2025).

COMING NEXT AT THE PHOENIX 
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PRODUCTION TEAM 
Operations & Production Manager	 Timothy O’Gorman*
Production Stage Manager		  Holly Layman
Deputy Stage Manager		  Alexa Rojas Ponce
Assistant Stage Managers		  Emma Whitney (Costumes), 
				    Jasper Strashok (Props)
Stage Management Mentor		  Jennifer Swan*
MFA Directing Supervisor		  Brian Richmond*
Intimacy Coordinator		  Treena Stubel**
Technical Director	 		  Simon Farrow*
Assistant Technical Director		  James Thurmeier*
Show Electrician			   Lucy Bannard
Lighting Design Supervisor		  Rebekah Johnson
Lighting Programmer		  Sara Keppel
Lighting Board Operator		  Noelle Gawlowski
Sound Playback Operator		  Seamus Malcolm
Set Design Supervisor		  Karyn McCallum*
Assistant Set & Lighting Designer 	 Ferris Smart
Head of Scenic Construction		  Gregory Smith*
Stage Carpenter			   Liam James
Assistant Carpenters			  Elliot Baskin Smith, Jenn Zwicky
Lead Scenic Artist			   Hana Ramsay**
Scenic Artists			   Emma Brown, Amelia Clutchey,
				    Makayla Gallacher , Ferris Smart, Molly Somers
Properties Coordinator		  Jenna Purnell*
Assistant Head of Props 		  Emma Brown
Senior Properties Coordinator		  Kieran Nowazek
Assistant Properties Coordinator	 Nai’a Fellingham, Nyx Martel
Senior Props Builders/Buyers		  Divine Mercy Ezeaku, Sam Riter, Kirby Young
Props Builders/Buyers		  Sage Easton-Levy, Stella Mattern, Austin Rice
Guest Props Builders			  Maureen Mackintosh**, Christian Tervo**	
Head of Wardrobe/Cutter		  Katri Tahvanainen*
Costume Design Supervisors		  Carmen Alatorre*, Karyn McCallum*
Assistant Costume Designer		  Annaliese Lohr
Coordinating Wardrobe Supervisor	 Megan Martin
Wardrobe Supervisors		  Emiliia Baranova, Moss Orser
Guest Stitcher			   Shayna Ward**	  
Costume Shop Assistants		  Sam Johnson, Nyx Martel,  
				    Megan Martin,  Helga Woolsey
Hair & Makeup Coordinator		  Coco McElroy
Hair & Makeup Assistant		  Anna Compton
Dressers				    Évangéline Grouzet, Austin Rice, Saraya Schwartz
Marketing & Communications Mgr.	 Bernadette McKelvey*
Marketing Assistants			  Meera Phagura, Percy Rutt, Mila Woodruff
Audience Services Manager	 	 Sandra Guerreiro*
Assistant to the Audience Services Mgr.	 Julian Woodgate
Front of House Mentor		  Brionne Wilson
Front of House Managers		  Amelia Clutchey, Chinmayi Premjith Jolly
Box Office Assistants			  Zaafir Devji, Rylan Kulak, Mikan Munson
Box Office Staff			   Kaitlyn Bergeron, Gabby Blake, Tarn Blakely, 
				    Wynter Clermont, Ava Harvey, Savannah O’Heany, 	
			                        Katie Stevenson, Brionne Wilson, Julian Woodgate

And Theatre 105, 205, 305, 405, and work-study students | *Staff/Faculty | **Guest Artists



SPONSORS
iA Financial Group
UVic Alumni Association

$1000+
Anne Clinckett & Danny Gelinas
In Memory of Dr. Marion Porath
Juliana Saxton
	
$500-$999
Anonymous-1
David McCutcheon & Rebecca Grant
Katrin Horowitz
Audrey Johnson

$150-$499
Anonymous-46
Mavis Begg
Karen Carter
Ron Cox & Bev Suzuki
Darryl Farquhar
Bud & Joanne Henning
Robert Howell
Dr. Mary A. Kennedy
Nancy Kenyon
mistermerv
Marilyn Ottenhof
Susan K. Phillips
Rona Sturrock
K. Wallace & M. Lees
Barbara L. Wilson

$75-$149
Anonymous -7
Bechard Family
Judy & Martin
Stephen Bishop
Luz Maria Cabrera
Davis Carlson

In Memory of Jill Croft
Cam Culham
Marylou Curtis
Wendy & Dennis Gedney
Herb & Phyllis Girard
Linda Gower
Ava Harvey’s Proud Parents
Jackie Haywood (for In My Day)
Horst Huelscher
Graham Loomer Family
Erik Lythgoe
Audrey McClellan & Chris Gainor
Barbara MacDonald
Marie Mckee
Melody Marat
David & Carol Marshall
Heidi Martins
Barbara Mitchell Pollock
Anthony & Catharine Moses
G.D. Murray
Sharon Myer
Bill Pardos
Paul & Hazel Ramsey
M. Robertson
In Memory of Philip Sawkins
Daniel Scott
A.Strother
Karen Walker
Gordon Webster

$25-$74
Anonymous -37
Sheila Archer
Sandra Baskett
Allison Benner
P. M. Bond
Pamela Borden-Arnold
Gail Boulger
Sylvia Burkhardt

Friends of the Phoenix

The theatre faculty, staff and students would like to thank the following for 
their support of the Phoenix Theatre’s 2025-26 season.

Donations made between April 1, 2025–February 2, 2026.



$25-$74
S. Campbell
Ms. Laine Canivet
Heather Castleden 
T.& T. Coulter
Leslie Davis
Richard & Darlene DeMerchant
Maria Denholme
Donna Dippie
Daphne Donaldson
Steven Emery
Karen Ferriday
Norma Friedmann
Richard & Sheila Furbacher
Ian Hill
Colin & Brenda Hood
G. Houle
Jane Hutchinson
Gwen Isaacs
John Johnston
For Lillian
Daniela Lorenzi
Gord & Janet Macatee
Beatrice & Ian McCall
Maryl & Don McCay
Dave McKercher& Kevin Attewell
Greg & Debbie Marchand
Amanda Mills
Marti Mussell
Ann Purdy
Andrew & Megan Riter

Andrea & Jordan Roszmann
Lori Schade
Wendy & Bernard Schissel
Mary & C. Stephen Smith
Mary Jean Smith
Natalie Stevens
Rose & Ken Stewart
Leda Townshend
Joan Wale
Greg & Val Windwick

UNDER $25
58

If you are on this list and do not wish 
to be acknowledged, or would like to 
be acknowledged in another manner, 
please contact Sandra Guerreiro at 
250-721- 8003.

Tax Receipts are available for all 
donations over $10.


