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Phoenix Theatre presents: A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain

One mother’s determination. One child’s future. One extraordinary world.

Victoria, BC — What can you expect from a mythic tale where sheep’s wool becomes rain clouds? Though it may
sound whimsical, A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain is a bold and haunting fable that confronts the systems shaping
our lives today. The Phoenix Theatre presents Sami Ibrahim’s contemporary play February 12-21, 2026.

In a land where myth and reality intertwine, undocumented immigrant Elif spends her days shearing sheep, each tuft
of wool floating skyward to form rain clouds over a distant, wealthy city. When she becomes a mother, she travels to
the capital seeking citizenship for her child, only to confront an unforgiving bureaucracy built to keep her out. At its
heart, it is a powerful story of a mother determined to reshape the future for the child she loves.

Directed by Sophia Treanor, this production blends the surreal with the starkly real through immersive sound and
striking visual design, featuring a large, transformative piece of set dressing that resembles both drifting clouds and
sheep’s wool. By staging the play in a thrust configuration on the Chief Dan George Stage, Treanor places audiences
on three sides of the action, intentionally drawing them into Elif’s world rather than watching from a distance.
Using imagery and storytelling that move beyond the literal, the production deepens the emotional impact of Elif’s
journey, inviting audiences to connect with her hopes, fears, and fight for belonging in a deeply personal way.

A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain premiered at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in 2022, before transferring later that year
to the Gate Theatre, London. The production subsequently toured regionally across the UK.

Sami Ibrahim is a London-based playwright whose work often looks at ordinary people trying to find their place
within complicated social and political systems. Inspired by his father’s long journey to citizenship, Ibrahim began
writing A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain to explore who gets to belong and at what cost. His previous plays include
two Palestinians go dogging (winner of the inaugural Theatre Uncut Political Playwriting Award in 2019); Iron Dome
Fog Dome; Wind Bit Bitter, Bit Bit Bit Her; and Metamorphoses (co-written with Laura Lomas and Sabrina Mahfouz at
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre).

A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain runs February 12-21, 2026, at the Phoenix Theatre, University of Victoria. More
information is available at phoenixtheatres.ca or through the box office at 250-721-8000.

SHOW DETAILS: CREATIVE TEAM:

What: A Sudden Violent Burst of Rain Director: Sophia Treanor

When: February 12-21, 2026 Set Designer: Emma Brown
Where: Phoenix Theatre at UVic Costume Designer: Jolie Cree
Tickets: $18-$34 depending on day Lighting Designer: Sasha Pisiak
Box Office: 250-721-8000 Sound Designer: Gordon Geddes
Event Link: phoenixtheatres.ca Stage Manager: Gemma Noble
PERFORMANCES: MEDIA INQUIRIES:

Evening: Feb. 12-14 & 17-20 at 8:00 p.m. Bernadette McKelvey,

Matinees: Feb. 14 & 21 at 2 p.m. Marketing & Communications Manager
Lecture: Feb. 13 pre-show with Sophia Treanor Department of Theatre at UVic

250-721-7992 | bmckelve@uvic.ca

The Phoenix Theatre at the University of Victoria in British Columbia is one of Canada's most comprehensive and immersive theatre programs.
Its productions are integral to the academic requirements of students enrolled in the Department of Theatre's Bachelor of Fine Arts and Master
of Fine Arts degrees. Renowned for its innovative productions and commitment to theatrical and academic excellence, the Phoenix Theatre
emphasizes a hands-on approach to learning, and students are deeply involved in every aspect of production.
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