
Comic 
Potential
By Alan Ayckbourn

Febuary 13 - 22, 2020





Production Resource 
Partner

Comic Potential
By Alan Ayckbourn 

CREATIVE TEAM

	 Director 	 Conrad Alexandrowicz

	 Set Designer 	 Leah Anthony

	 Costume Designer 	 Misty Buxton

	 Lighting Designer 	 Zhe (Harry) Lin

	 Sound Designer 	 Glen Shafer

	 Stage Manager 	 Devon Vecchio

	 Fight Master & Choreographer	 Jacques Lemay

	 Dialect Coach	 Michael Elliott

CAST

	 Aidan Guerreiro	 Marmion Cedilla

	 Carter Gulseth	 Chandler Tate

	 Emily Hay	 Prim Spring 

	 Lyle Hendriks 	 Doctor, Farmer

	 Sarah Hunsberger 	 Carla Pepperbloom

	 Ryan Kniel 	 Hotel Desk Clerk, Waiter 

	 Justin Little	 Man in Dress Shop, Turkey

	 Teddy MacRae 	 Son, Waiter 2, Technician

	 Julie McGuire 	 Trudi Floote, Girl in Dress Shop

	 Geneva Noppers	� Mother, Farmer’s Wife,  
Dress Shop Assistant, Prostitute

	 Una Rekić	 Jacie Triplethree

	 Branden Sugden	 Lester Trainsmith

	 Ciaran Volke	 Adam Trainsmith

Comic Potential is presented by special arrangement  
with SAMUEL FRENCH INC.

Originally produced in the United States  
by the Manhattan Theatre Club on October 24, 2000.

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings  
of this production or distributing recordings on any medium, including the  

internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author’s rights and actionable  
under United States copyright law. For more information visit:  

https:/shop.samuelfrench.com/content/files/pdf/piracy-whitepaper.pdf
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Notes from the Director: 
Like many other of Alan Ayckbourn’s works, Comic Potential is both 
finely crafted and very funny. While it dates back to 1998, its exploration 
of artificial intelligence in our lives has acquired topical value. More than 
ever in our world, A.I. is a looming force that some, including Elon Musk 
and the late Stephen Hawking, have warned is a very dangerous thing 
indeed for the human race. (I think the climate crisis will get us before 
our robots do, but let that pass…)  

To imagine a world where at least some human actors have been 
replaced by robots is both a hilarious send-up of the way actors are 

perceived, and also an intriguing proposition: if all actors do is to reproduce behaviour, why not 
invent human-like equivalents to do so with programmable precision and predictability? This 
proposition is complicated by the fact that they work both better and worse than humans. They 
frequently have hilarious glitches, but it’s the malfunction of one of them that makes her both 
more interesting as an actor—having a sense of humour allows her to offer something original 
to performance—and who seems to be able to engage in a fully human relationship, at least at 
the emotional level. In exploring these possibilities the play therefore becomes a meditation on 
what makes us human: are we nothing more than the sum total of the “life-scripts” we have 
absorbed, and that we sometimes reproduce automatically, outside of our conscious control? 
Is there such a thing as the ‘self’? Could we someday fully and accurately reproduce ourselves 
via technological processes rather than by the usual method? In pointing at such weighty 
questions the play seems to make oblique reference to Pygmalion, and also to Mary Shelley’s 
masterpiece Frankenstein.

A big thank you to the wonderful cast of this show, as well as the creative and production teams.
In the course of rehearsing this piece we were all reminded at various times that theatre is 
created by means of the very human capacity for collaboration.

Conrad Alexandrowicz

About the Playwright
Ayckbourn has worked in theatre as a playwright and director for over 
60 years. To date he has written more than 80 plays, various one-act 
plays, and many works for younger audiences. His plays have been 
translated into over 35 languages and are performed on stage and 
television throughout the world, winning countless awards. His major 
successes include: Relatively Speaking, How the Other Half 
Loves, Absurd Person Singular, Bedroom Farce, A Chorus of 
Disapproval, and The Norman Conquests.

In recent years, he received the 2010 Critics’ Circle Award for Services to 
the Arts and the 2016 Oxford Literary Festival’s Honorary Fellowship, and was inducted into the 
American Theatre’s Hall of Fame. He is the first British playwright to receive both Olivier and Tony 
Special Lifetime Achievement Awards, and was knighted in 1997 for services to the theatre. 2019 
marked both his 80th birthday and the 60th anniversary of his professional playwriting debut.
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...where will your next Chemainus 
Theatre experience take you?

Accommodations • Buffet Dinner• Theatre Ticket • Deluxe Breakfast Buffet
starting at $139

THE MARVELOUS 
WONDERETTES
FEB 14 - MAR 28

The pop doesn’t stop in this nostalgic 
smash hit musical! Enjoy chart toppers 
from the ‘50s and ‘60s with the 1958 
Springfield High School prom, and four 
young teenage singers with hopes and 
dreams as big as their crinoline skirts.

THE 39 STEPS
APR 9 - MAY 3

Mix a Hitchcock masterpiece with a juicy 
spy novel, add a dash of Monty Python 
and you have The 39 Steps. This award-
winning comedy is packed with nonstop 
laughs, more than 150 zany characters, 
and some good old-fashioned romance.

1.800.565.7738 | chemainustheatre.ca



Creative Team
Conrad Alexandrowicz, Director 
Conrad holds a BFA in Dance (York) and an MFA in Directing (U of A). Over a 
decades-long career in performance he migrated from dance to theatre, and 
has been a dancer, choreographer, writer of texts for dance, playwright, actor 
and director. For many years he was the artistic director of Wild Excursions 
Performance, the company he founded to present his work. To date he has 
created over 50 dance- and physical-theatre works, some of which have been 
presented across Canada, in New York, France and the U.K. An associate 
professor in the Department of Theatre, he specializes in movement for actors 
and physical theatre creation. His writing has been published in Theatre, 
Dance and Performance Training, the Canadian Journal for Practice-Based 
Research in Theatre, and Studies in Theatre and Performance. His first book, 
Acting Queer: Gender Dissidence and the Subversion of Realism, has just 
been published by Palgrave Macmillan. He is currently developing a co-edited 
collection of essays and other interventions on the topic of reimagining 
theatre education in response to the climate crisis.

Leah Anthony, Set Designer
Leah is a fifth-year Theatre and Environmental Studies undergraduate 
student with a focus in Production and Management. This is her first set 
design for the Phoenix and she is excited that it has come to fruition. Her 
previous credits include stage manager for Mamahood: Bursting into 
Light (Phoenix), and Antigone (MFA Project and Victoria Fringe Festival). 
She was also the co-director and creator of Are We All Dead? (SATCo). 
Leah graduates this spring and hopes to continue her career in design, as 
well as combining environmentalism and the arts.

Misty Buxton, Costume Designer
Misty is a third-year costume design student, and is excited to be the 
costume designer for her first mainstage show. Previously at the Phoenix, 
she was a design assistant on Othello, makeup coordinator on The 
Drowsy Chaperone, wardrobe supervisor on Trojan Women, and 
dresser on Crimes of the Heart. Misty hopes to work for a theatre 
company where she can do both costume design and construction. She’d 
like to thank her husband Robert for supporting her on the next stage of 
her career, and for raising their two cats while she is in school.

I learned long ago, never to wrestle with a pig. 
You get dirty, and besides, the pig likes it.
- George Bernard Shaw

stillmeadow farm
Pork, lamb & chicken raised in Metchosin. 

stillmeadowfarm.ca



Creative Team
Zhe (Harry) Lin, Lighting Designer
Originally from Shanghai, China, Zhe is currently a second-year MFA 
design/production candidate in UVic’s Department of Theatre. He 
graduated from the Shanghai Theatre Academy stage lighting design 
program in 2010. After moving to Canada, he has designed and managed 
primarily for large-scale corporate events in Halifax. His areas of research 
and interest include combining more traditional design methods with 
new technology in the theatre. Previous production experience at the 
Phoenix includes his role as lighting designer for While Black (MFA 
Project), lighting designer for 7 Stories and assistant lighting designer 
for Othello.

Glen Shafer, Sound Designer
Glen is a production student in his fifth year at UVic. He has primarily 
worked as a lighting and projection designer in the past, and is excited to 
work in this new medium. You may have previously seen his handiwork 
as a lighting designer for Breakwater (SATCo), and The Dining Room 
(department project), and as a projection designer in Ngaii Duk (SATCo) 
and Goodnight Desdemona, Goodmorning Juliet (CCPA). In 
addition to his theatrical studies, he is pursuing a minor in business.

Devon Vecchio, Stage Management
Devon is a third-year production and management student in the 
Department of Theatre. Previous stage management credits include 
Summer Bucket List (Collectivus Theatre), Spin the Bottle (SATCo), 
Oink, Oink (SATCo), and assistant stage manager for The Drowsy 
Chaperone (Phoenix). She is also pursuing technical work, and is an 
alternate assistant technical director for the Phoenix season. She would 
like to thank the production team, cast, and her friends for their constant 
encouragement. She hopes you will enjoy Comic Potential as much 
as she has enjoyed working on it! All her love to her parents for their 
“overseas” support.

Sunday, March 25 at 3:00 & 7:00
Regular Cinecenta prices!OVER 30 YEARS IN VICTORIA AT 2002 OAK BAY AVENUE

250.592.7115 • www.prestigepictureframing.ca



Cast
Aidan Guerreiro   Marmion Cedilla
Aidan is in his third year at UVic studying Theatre and Political Science, 
and is very excited to perform in this hilarious and timely comedy. You may 
recognize Aidan as Leonard from 7 Stories, or in the ensemble of The 
Drowsy Chaperone and Othello (Phoenix).

Carter Gulseth   Chandler Tate
Carter Gulseth is humbled to work with such a talented crew and cast on 
Comic Potential. Recent credits include A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum (Blue Bridge), and Othello at the Phoenix last 
semester. He is grateful to all those who have worked with him.

Emily Hay   Prim Spring
Emily is a fourth-year student specializing in the performance focus. Select 
credits include Summer Bucket List (Collectivus Theatre), Othello, 7 
Stories, The Comedy of Errors (Phoenix), and Antigone (MFA Project). 
She thanks her friends and family for all their love and support.

Lyle Hendriks   Doctor / Farmer
Lyle is a third-year student at UVic, pursuing a degree in Creative Writing 
with a Theatre minor. Previous roles at the Phoenix Theatre include the part 
of Man in Morris Panych’s 7 Stories. When not acting, Lyle enjoys writing 
plays and playing music.

Sarah Hunsberger   Carla Pepperbloom
Sarah is beyond excited to round off the final year of her theatre degree 
with this witty, ridiculous show! Previous credits include The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Trojan Women, Othello (Phoenix), and Fake News (student 
project). She’d like to thank her Phoenix Phamily (and actual family) for their 
love and support.

Ryan Kniel   Hotel Desk Clerk / Waiter 1
Hailing from Surrey, BC, Ryan is excited to make his Phoenix debut with this 
fantastic cast. Previous theatre credits include Knife Skills (SATCo), Our 
Town (Peninsula Productions), and Animal Farm (Southridge School), and 
a podcast credit in Arca-45672. He hopes you enjoy the show!

Justin Little   Man in a Dress Shop / Turkey the Pimp
Justin is a third-year theatre student who is thrilled to be back on stage with 
Comic Potential. You may recognize him from Othello, but in this show, 
he is pimping. He would like to dedicate this performance to his dad, Jim 
Little. Thank you and enjoy the show. 

Teddy MacRae   Son / Waiter 2 / Technician
In his third year of the performance focus, Teddy also maintains his interest 
in the technical areas of theatre as head electrician at Blue Bridge Theatre.  
Having appeared in Othello, this is Teddy’s second mainstage performance.  
He’s thrilled to perform with this great cast and hopes you enjoy the show.



Cast
Julie McGuire   	Trudi Floote / Girl in Dress Shop
Julie is a third-year performance student. She is in love with all the creative 
and hardworking people working on Comic Potential. Recent Phoenix 
credits include Othello and Trojan Women. She wants to be an actoid 
when she grows up.

Geneva Noppers    
The Mother / Farmer’s Wife / Dress Shop Girl / Prostitute
Geneva is an actor, comedian, writer and devoted bagel enthusiast in her 
second year of the performance focus. She has also written two plays that 
were recently produced: This Room Has 72 Lovers and The Next 
Colour Blue (SATCo). She is elated to be making her mainstage debut. 

Una Rekić   Jacie Triplethree
Una is a fourth-year student focusing in performance. Select credits 
include: Trojan Women and Othello (Phoenix), and The Fitting Room 
(Collectivus Theatre). She has served as director for Theatre SKAM’s Pop-Up 
Theatre, and currently serves as General Manager of SATCo. She hopes you 
enjoy her final performance at the Phoenix!

Branden Sugden   Lester Trainsmith
Branden is an actor, director, and playwright in his second year of the self-
directed focus. He appeared earlier this season in Othello (Phoenix). Other 
selected credits include Huck Finn (Storybook Theatre), Macbeth, A Tale 
of Two Shoulders (Calgary Young People’s Theatre), Aberhart Summer, 
Twelfth Night, ...And Others (WAHS).

Ciaran Volke   Adam Trainsmith
Ciaran is a fourth-year student in the performance focus. Select credits 
include: Othello, The Drowsy Chaperone (Phoenix), and The Fitting 
Room (Collectivus Theatre). He is so glad to be finishing his degree with 
such a distinguished cast and crew, and hopes you’ll like the show.
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Production Team
BFA Set & MFA Lighting	 Patrick Du Wors 
  Designer Supervisor
BFA Costume Designer Supervisor	 Mary Kerr
BFA Stage Manager Supervisor	 Peter McGuire
Senior Assistant Stage Manager	 Riley Schaffner
Assistant Stage Manager (Props)	 Brock Keeler
Assistant Stage Manager (Costumes)	 Olivia Reid-Friesen
Assistant Stage Manager (Swing)	 Margi Stoner
Assistant to the Set Designer 	 B. Aubrey McNair
Senior Assistant Scenic Carpenters	 Brayden Cook, Emily Willcox
Guest Scenic Carpenter	 Tom Barritt*
Guest Scenic Painter	 Jeremy Herndl*
Scenic Painting Crew	� Parker Feenstra, Gracia Joulie, Anne Kopriva,  

Rachel Macadam, Mackenzie Matthews,  
Alexander Moorman, Francyne Morrison,  
Celina Whitney 

Assistants to the Costume Designer	 Darby Thorogood, Caelan O’Gorman
Wardrobe Supervisors	 Naomi Duska, Sophia Crabbe
Hair and Makeup Coordinators	 Naomi Duska, Sophia Crabbe
Hair Dresser and Cuts	 Campus Hair Designs*	
Dressers	 Madi Collins, Jenny Robinson, Chris Stewart 
Assistant to the Lighting Designer 	 Alexander Moorman	
Student Assistant Technical Director	 Olivia Wheeler	
Show Electrician 	 Emily Trepanier
Lighting Operator 	 Miriam Dumitra
Sound Operator	 Riley Kernohen
Assistant Props Coordinator	 Parker Feenstra	
Stage Crew	 Grace Carmichael, Taylor Comack,  
	 Mackenzie Matthews, Rowan Watts
Marketing Assistants	� Sydney Hunt, Kye McInnis, Francyne Morrison 
Marketing Team	� Kaelan Bain, Brent Morrison, Sophia Radford,  

Jane Rees
Marketing Mentor	 Nathan Harvey
Assistant to the Audience	 Vanessa Wood 
  Services Manager
Front of House Managers	 Sydney Hunt, Alison Roberts
Front of House Mentor	 Mallory Wagstaff
Opening Night Reception	 Becky Miner, Taylor Williams
Reception Mentor	 Kye McInnis
Box Office Assistants	 Kevin Eastman, Becky Miner
Box Office Staff	� Raeleigh Aberg, Erin Boulter, Madeleine el Baroudi, 

Grace Fedorchuk, Carter Gulseth, Nathan Harvey, 
Sophia Radford, Taylor Williams, Landon Wong, 
Vanessa Wood.  

And Theatre 105, 205 and work study students.                             *guest production artist

The Department of Theatre would like to thank the following  
for their support of this production:

Campus Hair Designs, Langham Court Theatre, Pacific Opera Victoria





Department of Theatre 
Staff /Faculty
Dr. Tony Vickery (Theatre History) Chair
Conrad Alexandrowicz  
(Performance, Movement)
Dr. Warwick Dobson (Applied Theatre)
Patrick Du Wors (Design)
Michael Elliott (Performance, Voice)
Simon Farrow Assistant Technical Director
Fran Gebhard (Performance)
Sandra Guerreiro Audience Services Manager
Adrienne Holierhoek  
Communications Manager
Karina Kalvaitis Properties Coordinator
Dr. Yasmine Kandil (Applied Theatre)
Mary Kerr (Design)
Dr. Sasha Kovacs (Theatre History)
Dr. Allana Lindgren (Theatre History)  
Acting Dean
Peter McGuire (Directing)
Timothy O’Gorman Technical Director
Catherine Plant Receptionist /  
Box Office Liaison 
Charles Procure Head of Scenic Construction
Brian Richmond (Performance, Directing)
Dr. Kirsten Sadeghi-Yekta  
(Applied Theatre, on leave)
Karla D. Stout Head of Wardrobe
Connie te Kampe Department Secretary
Bert Timmermans  
Operations & Production Manager
Jan Wood (Performance, on leave)

Adjunct Professor
Dr. Christopher Balme
Jacques Lemay 
Trudy Pauluth-Penner
Michael Whitfield

Sessional Instructors 
Taiwo Afolabi
Leslie D. Bland
Kerem Çetinel
Jeremy Herndl 
Dr. Clayton Jevne
Kevin McKendrick
Trudy Pauluth-Penner
Michael Shamata

Emeritus Professors
Dr. Sarah Blackstone 
Linda Hardy
Dr. Giles Hogya
Dr. Alan Hughes

 
John Krich
Juliana Saxton
Allan Stichbury
Dr. Jennifer Wise

+

Good Food Theatre

Grad House
Great theatre 

deserves
great food!

GRAD HOUSE
Mon. & Tues. 11:30AM - 2:30PM

Wed. - Fri. 11:30AM - 8:00PM 

HOURS

SIDE PROJECT
Mon. - Fri. 8:00AM - 2:00PM

We also have a co�ee shop



Friends of the Phoenix
The theatre faculty, staff, and students would like to thank the following for their support of  
the Phoenix Theatre’s 2019/20 season. (Donations received April 1, 2019 – January 15, 2020.  
Asterisks reflect donations given over a 10, 20, or 30-year period.)
SEASON SPONSORS
iA Financial Group*
Production Canada
Cadboro Bay Village*

SEASON SUPPORT
Monday Magazine
Pepsi**
Times Colonist**
Victoria Arts Marketing**

$1,000+
Anonymous – 2
Estate of Roger Bishop
Mrs. R.G. Lawrence
Anne McLaughlin
In Memory of Dr. Marion Porath
Terry J. Waller

$500 – $999
Anonymous – 3
Caddy Bay Wine & Spirits
For Good Measure*
Katrin Horowitz*
Heart Pharmacy in Cadboro Bay*
Audrey Johnson*
Pass Through Grants Fund  
  �through the  

Victoria Foundation
Pepper’s Foods*
Royal Victorian Heritage  
  Fashion Society 
Juliana Saxton
Smuggler’s Cove Pub*

$150 – $499
Anonymous – 4
John & Barbara Barton*
John Borger
Barbara Clerihue
Ron Cox & Bev Suzuki*
Barry Duller
Lawrence C. Eastick*
Janet Erasmus & Mark Yunker*
Wayne & Cindy Garner*
Linda & Geoff*
Joe & Linda Harvey**
Joanne Henning*
Robert Howell
Nancy Kenyon*
Krista Wallace & Matt Lees 
John & Ann Mclaren*
J. Trevor Matthews*
George Murphy**
Bill & Coline Neilson
Carol & Ron*
Douglas Perri
Marion W. Poole
Saipo Consulting Inc.

George S. Schober
Lorna Stirling & Edward Fong
Ann Strother**

$75 – $149
Anonymous – 3
Henry & Valerie Bauld
Martin Bergbusch
Patrick & Gail Boulger*
Duncan Cameron
Karen Carter*
Kirk & Marlyn Davis***
Margaret Ferguson
A. Foss** and John McLean
Ralfred Freytag
Herb & Phyllis Girard**
Linda Gower***
In Memory of Eugenia Guerreiro
Allan & Elisabeth Haythorne**
Colin & Brenda Hood*
Dr. Mary Kennedy*
Brian Kifiak
Rhonda Korol*
Alexis Kuss
George Kyle**
Helen Lantz
Maureen & Wally Laughton*
Helen Lindholm
John McLean
David McCutcheon  
  & Rebecca Grant
Trevor & Donna Matthews*
Marie McKee*
Barbara Mitchell Pollock*
Catharine & Anthony Moses*
Katy Nelson*
Marilyn Ottenhof
Paul & Hazel Ramsey*
Linda Reid MLA
Wayne & Patricia Robertson*
Inez St. Dennis
Colin & Ann Scarfe**
Daniel & Christine Scott*
Ingrid Strauss & Russ Warren
Judith & David Turner
Patricia Williams
Barbara Wilson*

$25 – $74
Anonymous – 23
Chris & Diane
P.M. Bond***
S. Campbell
Luz Maria Cabrera & Lyle Grant
Tim & Donna Cheesman
Linda Cowen
Cam Culham*
Donna Dippie

Derek & Katharine Ellis
G-L Family
A. Foss**
Richard & Sheila Furbacher*
Guy Hamel
Ian Hill*
Gwen Isaacs & Charley Encell*
Isbister Studios
John Johnston*
L. Johnstone
Nicholas Karlson &  
  Helga Thorson*
Laurin Kelsey
Leslie Kemp
Manuela Lale
Erik Lythgoe**
Diana & Bob MacDonald
Mona McGill*
Gail McReynolds
Gregory Marchand
David & Carol Marshall*
Nat & Jennifer Massa
Michael & Debra Masson**
Amanda Mills**
Reg Mitchell
Gertrude Pauluth-Penner
J. A. Paxton
Terry Phipps
Phoenix Alumnus
Colin Pike
Helen Raptis
Jordan & Andrea Roszmann*
Alan Rycroft
Cathy Rzeplinski &  
  Torsten Broeer
Sanders
Jessica Schacht
Brian & Maureen Shields**
Judith & Reg Terry*
Elizabeth Tumasonis
Judith & David Turner
Meaghan Vanni
Henry & Leanor Vlug
Gordon Webster &  
  Ruth McDonald*
Greg & Val Windwick*

Under $25 – 34

Your support is vital  
to us! Thank you!

If you would like to donate 
to the Phoenix Theatre, 
or have your donation 

acknowledged in another 
manner, please contact  

Sandra Guerreiro at  
250-721-8003.





 
Your friendly, one-stop, neighbourhood shops. 

www.cadborobayvillage.com

Our businesses are proud to support the Phoenix Theatre

10% student discount everyday

100% Locally Owned
10% Student Discount Everyday

Fast Home Delivery

Just minutes from UVic, Cadboro Bay Village has everything you need for your busy life  
in one great neighbourhood: from fresh organic dinner supplies – with an accompanying 
bottle of shiraz – to a yoga studio, a pharmacy when you have a cold, and a convenient 
place to fill up the gas tank on the way home. Or,  let them do the pampering and relax 
over a burger and the game at the pub, some pad thai, a hot latte, or a day at the spa. 

Heart Pharmacy IDA at Cadboro Bay
heartpharmacy.com   

Find us also at Shelbourne Plaza,  
Fairfield Plaza & on campus in the SUB  


