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P R O G R A M

Ryomen (World premiere) 	 Koshi Thompson

Arturo García Cuéllar, Graduate Student Conductor

Symphony No. 3 in A Minor, Op. 56 “Scottish”  	 Felix Mendelssohn
		  (1809–1847)
	 I. Introduction. Andante con moto; Allegro un poco agitato 
	 II. Scherzo. Vivace non troppo
	 III. Adagio
	 IV. Finale guerriero. Allegro vivacissimo; Allegro maestoso assai

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Magnificat 	 John Rutter
(b. 1945)

	 I. Magnificat anima mea
	 II. Of a Rose, a lovely Rose
	 III. Quia fecit mihi magna
	 IV. Et misericordia (soloists: Samantha Fullerton, Alie Norine Zidehi)
	 V. Fecit potentiam
	 VI. Esurientes (soloists: Celeste Lingas, Olivia Pryce-Digby)
	 VII. Gloria Patri (soloists: Sadie Karlsson)

“Nessun Dorma” from Turandot	 Giacomo Puccini
(1858–1924)

We acknowledge and respect the Lək̓ʷəŋən (Songhees and Xʷsepsəm/Esquimalt) 
Peoples on whose territory the university stands and the Lək̓ʷəŋən and W̱SÁNEĆ 

Peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.
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GIUSEPPE PIETRAROIA

Giuseppe Pietraroia is Principal Conductor for Pacific Opera Victoria and Associate 
Conductor of the Victoria Symphony.  As a guest conductor he has been engaged 
by l’Orchestre Métropolitain, Orchestra London, Vancouver Symphony, Toronto Sym-
phony, Calgary Philharmonic, Hamilton Philharmonic, Okanagan Symphony, Regina 
Symphony, Kingston Symphony and Thunder Bay Symphony.

His extensive opera engagements with Pacific Opera include productions of Il Bar-
biere Di Siviglia, La Traviata, La Boheme, Lucia di Lammermoor, Norma, Rigoletto, Manon 
Lescaut, Madama Butterfly, La Cenerentola, Tosca and Let’s Make an Opera/The Little 
Sweep. In addition, he has conducted productions for l’Opéra de Montréal, l’Opéra 
de Québec, Opera Lyra Ottawa, Edmonton Opera, Opera New Brunswick, Calgary 
Opera’s Emerging Artist Program, and l’Institut Canadien d’Art Vocal in Montreal. 

With Victoria Choral Society where he was Music Director for 7 seasons, Maestro 
Pietraroia conducted performances of Handel’s Messiah and Mozart’s Mass in C minor 
with the Victoria Symphony, a choreographed production of Orff ’s Carmina Burana 
in collaboration with Ballet Victoria, Dvorak’s Stabat Mater, David Fanshawe’s African 
Sanctus, and the Duruflé and Fauré Requiem.

Maestro Pietraroia has recorded a CD with soprano Marie-Josée Lord and l’Orchestre 
Métropolitain for the ATMA label, which won a Felix award granted by l’ADISQ and 
was also nominated for a Juno award.

Giuseppe Pietraroia is the recipient of the George and Jane Heffelfinger Pacific Opera 
Victoria Artist of the Year Award and the Canada Council’s Jean-Marie Beaudet Award 
in Orchestral Conducting.

KINZA TYRRELL

The year 2025 marks the 48th year that Kinza Tyrrell has been tickling the ivories.  She 
is one of Canada’s finest collaborators and is also a steadily rising figure in the world 
of Canadian Opera.  She has extensive experience in choral conducting, vocal coach-
ing and accompaniment, and is an alumna of the International Mozarteum Summer 
Academy in Salzburg, the Hochschule für Musik und darstellende Kunst in Graz, the 
Merola Opera Program, the Tanglewood Festival and the Canadian Opera Company 
Ensemble Studio.  

Kinza is the Music Director Emeritus of South Island Harmony, an a cappella 4-part 
male Barbershop choir in Victoria. For the past 15 years, she has been the Principal 
Répétiteur, Assistant Chorus Director and Assistant Conductor at Vancouver Opera. 
She has also been on the music faculty at the Canadian Opera Company, has worked 
as Conductor, Assistant Conductor and Senior Répétiteur at Opera Nuova in Edmon-
ton and the Opera As Theatre Program at the Banff Centre, and has held conducting 
and teaching positions at the University of  Victoria, Vancouver Summer Opera Studio, 



Center for Opera Studies (COSI) in Sulmona Italy, Opera Kelowna, the Vancouver 
International Song Institute (VISI) and the Charlie Creek Vocal Workshop in Wabash, 
Indiana.

Some career highlights include singing with the UofT Gospel Choir for Aaron Nev-
ille and Roberta Flack, touring with operatic tenor Richard Margison and the violin/
fiddle duo Bending the Bows, performing with Measha Brueggergosman at the 2010 
Vancouver Winter Olympics, recording Hollywood movie soundtracks with the Van-
couver Film Orchestra, being the organist on IZombie, conducting Nico Muhly’s po-
lygamist opera Dark Sisters at Vancouver Opera and translating Maxime Goulet’s new 
opera Flight of the Hummingbird into the German language.

ARTURO GARCÍA CUÉLLAR

Arturo García Cuéllar is a dynamic and versatile musician who started his musical 
studies at an early age. With a focus on piano, he pursued a bachelor’s degree in music 
composition at the University of  Texas at San Antonio. His continuous desire to grow 
as a musician urged him to attend the National University of Cuyo in Argentina to 
learn about 20th century Latin-American music, earning a master’s degree that has 
helped him gain over twenty years of teaching experience on piano. In parallel, he has 
created distinct musical organizations overseas, some of them immersing him into a 
conducting career — a new episode in his life which led him to acquire conducting 
skills at the Wiener Meisterkurse, European Music Institute Vienna and the University 
of  Victoria. Some of his most important achievements were the creation of  Tambo-
jazz, Zacatecas State Chamber Orchestra, Zacatecas State Choir, and Zacatecas State 
Youth Orchestra. He is currently attending the conducting graduate program at the 
University of  Victoria under the guidance of Ajtony Csaba.
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