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PROGRAM

Prelude in D Major, Op. 39, No. 2 	 Alexander Scriabin (1872-1915) 
Arr. Simon Farintosh

Pavane pour une infante défunte 	 Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)
Arr. Roland Dyens

Préludes, livre I 	 Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
	 IX. La sérénade interrompue	 Arr. Simon Farintosh 

Los Caprichos de Goya, Op. 195 	 Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco (1895-1968)
	 VII. Están calientes (They are hot)
	 IX. Bien tirada está (It is nicely stretched)
	 XI. Y se le quema la casa (And the house is on fire)
	 XVI. Brabissimmo! (Bravissimo!)
	 XVII. ¿De qué mal morirá? (Of what illness did he die?)
	 XX. Obsequio a el maestro (A gift for the master)

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Tableaux para Guitarra	  Liova Bueno (b. 1979)
	 I. Balada
	 II. Siciliana
	 III. Sarabanda
	 IV. Burlesca
	 V. Promenade

Guitar Sonata, “Sky Color Tensor” 	 Takashi Yoshimatsu (b. 1953)
	 I. Noon
	 II. Twilight
	 III. Night
	 IV. Midnight
	 V. Dawn

FACULTY CONCERT SERIES

SIMON FARINTOSH
GUITAR

We acknowledge and respect the Lək̓ʷəŋən (Songhees and Xʷsepsəm/Esquimalt) 
Peoples on whose territory the university stands and the Lək̓ʷəŋən and W̱SÁNEĆ 

Peoples whose historical relationships with the land continue to this day.



BIOGRAPHY

Simon Farintosh is an award-winning guitarist, composer, and educator based in Victoria, British Columbia. Named one of 
CBC’s ‘30 Under 30 Classical Musicians’ in 2023, he is known for his unconventional programming choices, connecting with 
audiences by integrating the classical guitar with more contemporary musical forms such as ambient electronica. His debut 
album Noctuary (2023) features an extended original composition for solo eight-string guitar. Amassing over 2 million streams 
on Spotify, his first EP Aphex Twin for Guitar (2021) features transcriptions of pieces by British electronic artist Richard D. James, 
fusing two seemingly disparate types of music. His second EP Seascapes (2021) consists of original compositions inspired by 
the captivating landscape of the Pacific Northwest, combining solo guitar with atmospheric synth textures. Many of Simon’s 
arrangements and compositions are published by Les Productions d’Oz, Bergmann Edition and Musicnotes.com.

Simon began his guitar studies in 2004 at the Victoria Conservatory of Music, where he studied with Dr. Stephen Lochbaum, 
Bradford Werner, and revered pedagogue Dr. Alexander Dunn. Simon continued to study with Dr. Dunn at the University of 
Victoria, where he earned his Bachelor of Music Degree in 2018. Simon’s musical pursuits later took him to Milwaukee, WI, 
where he completed a Master’s Degree at The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2020. Here, he was a student and teach-
ing assistant to Rene Izquierdo, a renowned Cuban virtuoso and one of North America’s most sought-out guitar instructors. 
Currently, Simon is in the finishing stages of a Doctorate of Musical Arts at the University of  Toronto, where he is a student of 
Jorge Caballero and Dr. Jeffrey McFadden. He has also studied Alexander Technique privately with Nancy Sicsic. His doctoral 
thesis is centred around devising an effective sight-reading curriculum for undergraduate guitar students.

Simon’s performances have garnered him top awards in various national and international competitions. He was the 1st Prize 
winner of the 2018 Northwest Guitar Festival in Spokane, WA, and has been a finalist in the Canadian National Music Festival, 
GuitarLab International Competition, Wilson Center Guitar Competition, and the Twisted Spruce Guitar Competition. As a 
composer, he was recently awarded First Prize in the 2022 Ottawa Guitar Society Composition Competition for his original 
piece ‘Distant Light.’ He is a six-time recipient of the British Columbia Arts Council Award, and has been a featured performer 
or visiting clinician for organizations such as The Classical Guitar Society of Tri-Cities (Washington), Madison Classical Guitar 
Society, Ottawa Guitar Society, the Guitar Society of Toronto, Chemainus Classical Concerts, and more. He has adjudicated 
festivals such as the London Kiwanis Music Festival and the Canadian National Music Festival.

Simon is currently an instructor at The University of  Victoria, where he runs the guitar program. He is also the owner and op-
erator of ReVamp Guitar Academy, which offers virtual lessons to students across Canada and beyond. His students regularly 
receive top prizes in local and provincial music competitions, as well as excellent scores on RCM examinations. In addition to 
teaching and performing, Simon is currently president of the Victoria Guitar Society, an organization dedicated to promoting 
the guitar through outreach and an international concert series.

Simon plays a 2025 double-top guitar by Martin Blackwell and a 2021 8-string guitar by Jeff Sigurdson.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 | 2:30 PM ($12-$35)
Guest Concert: Viano Quartet
Fresh from the release of their acclaimed album Voyager—hailed as one of the most outstanding recordings of 
the decade—the Viano Quartet brings their signature artistry, precision, and vitality to an unforgettable afternoon 
of chamber music. Hear works by Joseph Haydn, Kian Ravaei, Anton Webern, and Dmitri Shostakovich.
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 | 8 PM (By donation)
Low Brass Studio Recital 
Showcasing trombone, tuba and euphonium students from the studio of Scott MacInnes.
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall

FRIDAY, MARCH 6 | 12:30 PM (By donation)
Fridaymusic: Guitar and Accordion
Featuring guitar and accordion students performing a variety of repertoire.
Phillip T. Young Recital Hall

Full schedule of 
UVic School of Music 
concerts & events. www


