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Why are youth a priority?

It has been estimated that one-third of Canada’s homeless popu-
lation are youth. On any given night, that means close to 65,000
young people are without a place to call home.

Abuse and neglect are two of the major reasons why young people
leave home. Several studies show that nearly 70% of homeless
youth have experienced some form of sexual, physical or emo-
tional abuse.

Homeless youth are exposed to significantly more physical abuse,
sickness, injury and mental health problems than their non-home-
less peers, with often long-term implications for their self-esteem,
relationships, and ability to become self-supporting. A Quebec
study found that the death rate among homeless youth was 11
times higher than in the general population.

“Older men declare war. But it is youth that must fight and die.
And it is youth who must inherit the tribulation, the sorrow, and
the triumphs that are aftermath of war.” » Herbert Hoover

“We think sometimes that poverty is only being hungry, naked and
homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared
for is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to
remedy this kind of poverty.” » Mother Theresa

“Praise youth and it will prosper.” » Irish Proverb

“If Americans ever allow banks to control the issue of their cur-
rency, first by inflation and then by deflation, the banks will de-
prive the people
of all property
until their chil-
dren will wake
up homeless”

~Thomas Jefferson

Volunteer Absences Quote of the month:
A friendly reminder that Antoinette appreciates ~ “If this is going to be a Christian nation that
knowing when you are going to be away, par- doesn’t help the poor, either we have to pre-
ticularly for an extended period of time. And if ~ tend that Jesus was just as selfish as we are, or
you haven’t already let her know, please take a ~ we’ve got to acknowledge that He command-

moment to do so. Much appreciated! ed us to love the poor and serve the needy
Antoinette - Manager - Volunteer Services without condition and then admit that we just l o ny o
. ) , - | aged out of toster care...
antoinette@ourplacesociety.com don’t want to do it. Stephen Colbert L :
or 250-388-7112 - Ext.243 and have no where to go.
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